
 

Jazz Players and Staff Celebrate “Season of Giving” 
 

SALT LAKE CITY (December 23, 2020) – While preparing for tonight’s first game of the 2020-21 

NBA season, the Utah Jazz spent time in the month of December giving back to the community. 

Here are some of the “Season of Giving” highlights from Utah Jazz players and staff.  

 

Utah Jazz: Virtual Visit to Primary Children’s Hospital 

The Jazz continued an annual tradition with a virtual visit to Primary Children’s Hospital this holiday 

season. Mike Conley surprised patients during a virtual slime making session, taking questions 

and chatting while participating in the craft. In addition, Derrick Favors read “Pete the Cat Saves 

Christmas” in a recorded video for patients and shared a holiday message of gratitude to doctors, 

nurses and hospital staff. 

 

Rudy Gobert: Donation to Utah Community Action’s Operation Chimney Drop 

Through the Rudy’s Kids Foundation, Rudy Gobert donated clothes and toys to 120 youth at Utah 

Community Action’s Operation Chimney Drop, which provides clothing and holiday gifts to children 

0-18 in Utah.  

 

Donovan Mitchell: Donation to Greenwich County Day School 

Along with his family, Donovan Mitchell pledged $12 million to Greenwich Country Day School. The 

donation will go toward scholarships, faculty support and the building of a state-of-the-art 

gymnasium. Donovan and his sister Jordan are alumni of Greenwich Country Day School, while his 

mother Nicole was a teacher at the school from 2007-19. In addition, Mitchell bought holiday 

meals for 15 families in his home state of Connecticut and is donating an Adidas gift bag to more 

than 80 boys in a group home in Westchester County, New York.  

 

Renae Ingles: Donation to Driven to Celebrate Food and Toy Drive 

Renae Ingles stopped by Vivint Arena with a trunk full of toys and made an online contribution to 

Utah Food Bank for the Larry H. Miller Driven to Celebrate Food and Toy Drive benefiting Utah Food 

Bank and Toys for Tots. Donations for the drive took place at Vivint Arena, Smith’s Ballpark, 22 

Larry H. Miller Dealership locations and 14 Megaplex Theatre locations. In addition, Gail Miller and 

the Miller family are matching all monetary donations to the Utah Food Bank through the end of 

December up to $100,000.  

 

Georges Niang and Jazz Bear: Fundraiser for American Heart Association 

During an online fundraiser, Georges Niang and Jazz Bear teamed up to help the American Heart 

Association raise $160,000. Niang made a personal contribution, while Jazz Bear sold a self-

portrait made entirely of skittles for a $10,000 donation.  

 

Utah Jazz Bear: Santa Bear 

Jazz Bear acted as Santa throughout the month, starting on Dec. 10 when he participated in the 

Big Brothers Big Sisters drive-by holiday party. Bear also dropped off presents to patients at 

Primary Children’s Hospital and purchased Christmas gifts for five families while delivering them in 

a sleigh pulled by eight inflatable reindeer.  

 

The Zone Sports Network: Holiday Mediathon 



For the 18th-straight year, the Zone Sports Network (97.5 FM, 1280 AM), the radio home of the 

Jazz, supported The Road Home Holiday Mediathon. The annual mediathon is held digitally this 

year to help raise money to assist The Road Home’s efforts to provide transitional housing to 

Utah’s homeless population. Donations can be made at https://mediathon.theroadhome.org/ 

 

Vivint Arena: Flu Shot Clinic 

Vivint Arena hosted a flu vaccine clinic on Dec. 18 with the Salt Lake County Health Department. 

The clinic allowed all members of the community to get a free flu shot while enjoying the Winter 

Wonderland light and tree installation outside of the arena.  

 

—@JazzDoingGood or utahjazz.com— 

 
About the Utah Jazz 

Founded as the 18th member of the National Basketball Association (NBA) in 1974, and located in Salt Lake City 

since 1979, the Utah Jazz are committed to excellence as a team and in the community. On the court, the Jazz are the 

second-winningest team in the NBA over the last 30 years, having won nine division titles and two Western Conference 

championships along with 16 seasons of 50-plus wins, and are supported by one of the most passionate fan bases in 

all of sports. Away from the court, the Jazz are very active in the local community and have assisted a multitude of 

organizations and worthy causes by way of charitable donations, service and grants through Larry H. Miller Charities. 

The Utah Jazz also operate the Junior Jazz program, the largest and longest-running youth basketball league in the 

NBA, featuring more than 60,000 players and an additional 13,000 volunteers who take part annually across seven 

states. For more information on the Utah Jazz, visit www.utahjazz.com. 

 

Media Contact: Frank Zang, (801) 325-2570, frank.zang@utahjazz.com or Kraig Williams (801) 

808-7814, kraig.williams@utahjazz.com  
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